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who has been a tremendous leader on
campaign finance reform for decades,
Senator BIDEN, Senator REID of Ne-
vada, and Senator LEVIN be added as
cosponsors to the McCain-Feingold-
Lieberman amendment.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Michigan.

BIRTH OF SENATOR LEVIN’S
GRANDDAUGHTER

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, one of the
reasons | left the floor with great joy
during the day was to greet the arrival
of my granddaughter, Bess Rachel—
who was delivered today. Bess is named
after my mother. 1 am sure she will
forgive me for doing this because she is
too young to know the difference. Her
mother, my daughter Kate, and my
son-in-law Howard Markel, may be
looking at us now. If they are, | hope
they will forgive me, too. I am just a
proud grandpa, with grandma Barbara
there at the hospital in New York.
That is why | disappeared for a few
minutes.

As always, HARRY REID does yeoman
work on this floor for all of us on this
side of the aisle, obviously, but really
for every Member of the Senate. |
thank him for filling in.

| suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. SMITH of New Hampshire. Mr.
President, | ask unanimous consent
that the order for the quorum call be
rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

INSTRUCTIONAL FACILITY AT
FORT LEAVENWORTH

Mr. ROBERTS. Mr. President, I am
concerned that the current primary in-
structional facility, Bell Hall, at the
Command & General Staff College, U.S.
Army Combined Arms Center, Fort
Leavenworth, Kansas, is becoming in-
capable of performing its mission of
preparing officers for positions of in-
creased complexity and responsibility
within the United States Army and
other services. Bell Hall is the central
academic and instructional facility of
the C&GSC but the building’s deterio-
rating physical plant and patchwork
communication infrastructure can no
longer support the instructional re-
quirements contained in current and
evolving Army curriculum. I am con-
cerned that if a replacement facility is
not constructed as soon as possible
maintenance costs will continue to in-
crease while Army Operation and
Maintenance resources decline and stu-
dent access to state-of-the-art tech-
nology required to teach advanced
warfighting skills will remain limited.

Mr. WARNER. | believe construction
of a new Command & General Staff Col-
lege instruction facility will be in-
cluded in the FY 2003 through 2007 Mili-
tary Construction Future Years De-
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fense Plan and | would certainly en-
courage the Army to execute this
project as soon as possible.

Mr. ROBERTS. | thank the distin-
guished chairman of the Senate Armed
Services Committee for his consider-
ation and ask that the conferees in-
clude language in the conference report
noting the need to execute this essen-
tial project as soon as possible.

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. SMITH of New Hampshire. Mr.
President, | ask unanimous consent
that the Senate now proceed to a pe-
riod of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up
to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

THE RETIREMENT OF STEVE

BENZA
Mr. THURMOND. Mr. President, It is
neither an understatement, nor a

misstatement of fact, to say that the
United States Senate is an impressive,
awe inspiring, and unique institution
for many different reasons. Certainly
one of the biggest reasons that the
Senate is such a special place is the
talented, dedicated, and bright men
and women who work in support of us
and our duties. | rise to pay tribute to
one of these individuals, Steve Benza,
who is retiring today after thirty-two
years of service as an employee of the
United States Senate.

Though he retains some of the man-
nerisms and accent that one would ex-
pect to find in someone who was born
in the Bronx, New York City, Steve
Benza is for all intents and purposes a
native of the Senate. His family moved
to the Washington area in 1958 and he
began working in the Senate while a
high school student, spending his sum-
mer breaks as a Page. Following grad-
uation, Steve spent time working on
the Grounds Crew and in the Senate
Post Office before seizing the oppor-
tunity to work as a staff photographer,
and his career was launched. As an
aside, 1 would be remiss if | did not
mention the fact that Senate service is
a family tradition with the Benzas,
Steve’s mother Christine Benza has
served with the Architect of the Cap-
itol for the past forty-years.

Beginning his career as a ‘‘shooter”’,
even before the contemporary Photo-
graphic Studio was established back in
1980, Steve Benza has become a famil-
iar and well liked member of the Sen-
ate family. During his career here,
Steve has met hundreds of Senators,
taken probably millions of pictures,
and has become an instantly recogniz-
able institution with trademark mus-
tache and trusted camera slung over
his shoulder. In his almost thirty-years
of working as an official photographer,
Steve Benza has seen and chronicled
everything from the mundane and rou-
tine to the unusual and historic. Con-
firmation hearings for Supreme Court
Justices, the Fiftieth Anniversary of
the D-Day Invasion, the Inaugurations
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of four Presidents, dozens of State of
the Union Addresses and Joint Sessions
of Congress, and the Impeachment
Trial of President Clinton are all
among the events that have been cov-
ered by Steve Benza.

In 1997, Steve was promoted from his
position of supervisor of the Senate
Photographers to Manager of the Sen-
ate Photo Studio where he has proven
himself not only to be an able adminis-
trator, but someone of vision. Under
his direction, the Senate Photographic
Studio has invested in new equipment
and technology, embracing the revolu-
tion in digital photography which has
allowed for many innovations includ-
ing quicker turn around time on or-
ders, the creation of an image data
base, and expanded services that ulti-
mately benefit us and our constituents.
Also under his direction, the Senate
Photo Laboratory facilities were up-
graded and training opportunities for
staff were increased. All in all, the con-
tributions and leadership of Steve
Benza have turned the Photo Studio
into a modern operation, equipped with
the technology of the new century, and
as a result, he has increased the effi-
ciency of this vital Senate support
service. He unquestionably leaves an
impressive legacy of dedication to his
job, and he has set an excellent exam-
ple for others to emulate.

It is hard to believe that after more
than three-decades, Steve Benza has
decided to retire. I know it is safe to
say that he will missed by countless in-
dividuals including all one-hundred
Senators, but | am certain that each of
us will remember him. | had the pleas-
ure of having Steve travel with me to
the People’s Republic of China when |
led a delegation to that nation in 1997.
Beyond putting together an impressive
collection of images that chronicled
our journey, Steve’s relaxed disposition
and ready sense of humor made what
was a pleasurable journey all the more
enjoyable.

As many of us know, Steve Benza is
a devoted family man. Though | under-
stand that he has not made-up his
mind as to what he will do in his re-
tirement, | am certain that spending
time with his wife Alma, and children
George and Annie, will be a big part of
his activities, as will pursuing his pas-
sions of fishing and golfing. Regardless
of what Steve chooses to do in the fu-
ture, | wish him many years of health,
happiness, and success, and | want him
to know that | am grateful and appre-
ciative for his many years of loyal
service to the United States Senate. It
has been a pleasure to know him and I
will certainly miss him.

TRIBUTE TO COLONEL TERESA M.
PETERSON, UNITED STATES AIR
FORCE

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, | would
like to recognize the professional dedi-
cation, vision, and public service of



		Superintendent of Documents
	2019-05-14T16:16:19-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




